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Eadweard Muybridge (1830–1904),

born in Kingston-on-Thames, left

England to undertake the study of

photography and soon became one

of the pioneers in the new field.



Beginning with a series of 

photographic assignments for the

United States government, he

became well known as a landscape

photographer, principally of the far

West and, later, Central America.



However, his studies of the human

figure and animals in motion, begun

in 1872, are the works by which he

is mainly known today. 



This project, which occupied almost

the entire remainder of his life, 

was undertaken to prove a bet — 

that at one time during its stride 

a trotting horse has 

all four feet off the ground.
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Oh, Time, suspend your flight!

and you, auspicious hours, 

suspend your course!

Let us savor the fleeting joy 

of our most beautiful days!

Alphonse de Lamartine (1817)



Plenty of unhappy ones down here

beg you; fly by for them!

Along with their days

take the worries that consume them;

Forget the happy ones!

Alphonse de Lamartine (1817)



In vain I ask for a few more moments,

But time escapes and flees;

I say to this night: “Slow down,” 

but dawn will dissipate the night.

Alphonse de Lamartine (1817)
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For additional information

and a copy of this talk:

http://mazur-www.harvard.edu
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