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To get from his high school to his home, Martin travels 5.0 miles 
east and then 4.0 miles north. When Veronica goes to her 
home from that same high school, she travels 8.0 miles east 
and 2.0 miles south. 

What is the approximate measure of the shortest distance, 
between Martin’s home and Veronica’s home?
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What percentage of 
10th grade MA 

students got this 
problem right?



a+b=c
2 2 2

We Tell We Test

6
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The primary model of 
education is

situated learning...



but the ultimate 
purpose of education 

is 
knowledge transfer.





Education doesn’t 
have to be this way.







How can we teach 
for transfer?



Tip 1



Forget what you heard
there is a time for 

lecture!





“If you want a mind to change, simply talking 
to it might not be enough.” 

Alix Spiegal, NPR News



Leverage the notion of a “Time for Telling.”



Tip 2



No matter how much 
you want to, you 
can’t teach them 

everything.



Leverage the power of Big Ideas.



http://aaalab.stanford.edu/papers/time_for_telling.pdf



Tip 3



Picture your students 
....as Goldilocks.





Leverage the power of human motivation.



Tip 4



Turn your students 
into karate masters.





Leverage the power of metacognition.







Education doesn’t 
have to be this way...



transform STEM 
learning by teaching 

for transfer.
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