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Hieu Phung: “Students seem to pick up how to 

use this platform very fast. My hope in register-

ing in this webinar is to learn from all instruc-

tors about how to design an effective Perusall 

assignment, rather than simply asking students 

to go read materials and make annotations.”



Goal of this session

demonstrate how to integrate Perusall

in your teaching approach
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information 
transfer sense-making



Linda Waldman: “How much work is this to get 

started up?”



Perusall Feedback — Pedagogy

• motivating students

• instructor involvement



Motivating students

Holly Martison: “What might be some best prac-

tices [...] to ensure that students know what to 

do and make a habit of adding meaningful (not 

superficial) comments? I’ve had some students 

who love this platform but some still struggle 

to contribute meaningfully. I’m specifically us-

ing Perusall for primary literature ahead of syn-

chronous discussions”



Motivating students

Cornelia Paraskevas: ”One of my concerns is 

that my students show uneven engagement 

with the text. Some provide rich annotations 

while others minimal. I’m hoping there is a way 

to ‘fix’ that”



Motivating students

Ronnie Olesker: “I really enjoyed using Perusall 

this year mostly because it FORCED my students 

to do the reading and I had evidence of this, 

but also because I could engage with them out-

side of class by reading and responding to their 

comments. However, many times they still don’t 

engage with each other and only put comments 

on the text without engaging with the com-

ments of others. How do I get them to engage 

more with others?”





http://bit.ly/perusall_instructions

http://bit.ly/erics_course



Instructor involvement

Howard Frederick: “I find it difficult to keep up 

with 35 students each writing at least 10 com-

ments. Is there any way to filter student com-

ments looking for opportunities for me to make 

an intervention? Keeping up with Perusall is a 

huge burden for the instructor.””



Instructor involvement

Stephanie Adair: “In an asynchronous online 

class where a new reading is assigned each 

week, what day would you suggest having the 

notes in Perusall due? And on which day would 

you suggest that the instructor swing around 

and answer questions that have been up-voted 

in this manner? Or, would it be best to check for 

questions students up-voted on a daily basis?”



Instructor involvement

How I prepared myself



Perusall Feedback — Technology

• grouping

• scoring

• LMS integration

• content



Grouping

Allison Soult: “Can the instructor sort student 

into these “virtual sections”? For example, a 

class has 50 groups of 4 students each. Can I put 

5-6 of those small groups in one of the Perus-

all groups so that there is overlap between the 

two? Are groups constant throughout the se-

mester?”



Grouping

Donelle Posey: “If a large class is split into 

smaller sections and students in one section 

have great questions or explanations, is there 

a chance for those in other sections to know 

about them? Or is that a JITT opportunity for 

the instructor?”



Scoring

Heike Hoffmann: “How does the scoring work? 

Do the scores only appear after the teacher has 

approved them?“

Sarah Potter: “The AI/grading aspect is the 

thing I understand least about this platform so 

far.”



Scoring

Angela Collins: “Can you set deadlines? Like af-

ter a certain point, students can no longer en-

gage for a grade? Obviously I wouldn’t mind if 

students wanted to go back and review mate-

rial throughout the semester, but if this system 

gives a grade for participation, it would be nice 

to know that a student couldn’t expect to re-

view everything at the end of the course and 

get credit for that.”



LMS Integration

Darla Wise: “I noticed that Perusall allows for 

grading. Is the program able to be integrated into 

an LMS for recording these grades?”



Content

Katrina Lasley: “How long does a student have 

access to the article and annotations through 

Perusall? Is that set by the instructor? Can the 

students download the article and the annota-

tions for future reference or just the article?”



Content

Tricia Nolfi: “Do most instructors use this with 

OER or purchased texts?”

Linda Waldman: “Can we use open source 

books?”



Documents you can use with Perusall 

• PDF, Word, html, or ePub files (free)

• video—YouTube, Vimeo, Google Drive, Dropbox (free) 

• open access material (free)

• source code with syntax highlighting (free)

• books (purchased by students or institution)



Reflection

• asynchronous preparation

• synchronous time for discussion



Reflection

• asynchronous preparation

• synchronous time for discussion

• dig deeper post-session
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Help spread the word!

• tweet about webinar

• invite colleagues to attend

perusall.com/webinar



Upgrading to Instructor Account

• log in to your Perusall Account

• click “Enroll in Course”

• enter code: VVTQIBJNVK



for a copy of this presentation:

mazur.harvard.edu

additional resources in Perusall course

also see  bit.ly/fliponline

Follow me!            @eric_mazur




