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Goal of this session

demonstrate how to integrate Perusall

in your teaching approach



information 
transfer sense-making



Jun Park: “One thing that I want to point out as 

I read the article as if I were one of the students 

who enrolled the course: I did not plan on leav-

ing a comment when I started reading the ar-

ticle, but as soon as I saw others’ comments, it 

encouraged me to participate in the conversa-

tion or at least do more than just reading. Is it 

called ‘following the herd’ or ‘social pressure’? 

Interesting! ”



David Die: “This looks quite a powerful tool. It 

is quite a different experience to the passive 

video watching experience that most of us are 

used to.”



Perusall Feedback — Pedagogy

• motivating students

• instructor involvement



Motivating students

Paola Cancro: “This has been my question from 

the beginning. How do we get our students to 

do this prework? As I read the article and learn 

in these sessions, I am looking forward to look-

ing at the idea of incorporating “groups” be-

fore/during the prework as opposed to after-

wards only.”



Motivating students

Patricia Halpin: “What percentage participate?“

María Teresa Lozano Soto: “How do you encour-

age your students to do so? This is one of my 

problems in flipped classes, to get the to read 

before class.” 





http://bit.ly/perusall_instructions

http://bit.ly/erics_course



Instructor involvement

Pavel Reyes- Mercado highlighted: “[if you use 

Perusall] where can I find [...] more interactive 

activities [for use in class]?”



Instructor involvement

How I prepared myself



Instructor involvement

How I prepared myself



Perusall Feedback — Technology

• grouping

• scoring

• content



Grouping

Christopher Heard: “Can instructors predefine 

groups and give each group a unique reading 

assignment? This is a strategy I use frequently 

(but have not used it in conjunction with a so-

cial annotation tool).”



Scoring

Mahir Mulasmajic: “Do you set a certain amount 

of comments each student has to make by a 

certain time and what is your cut-off time in or-

der to be able to check what students have an-

swered or are struggling with?“

Pável Reyes-Mercado: “How does the AI work?”



Scoring

Robert Rubio: “Is there a way to modify how 

much each criteria weighs? This could be help-

ful, especially if some students start to know 

the algorithm and take byways for the assign-

ments.”

Tracy Schultz: “What does it report on students 

interactions?”



Content

Roberto Rubio: “If a book is accessible through 

library subscription, how should it be used with 

Perusall? Are we allowed to just upload the 

pdf?”

Lisa Goes: “I’m guessing there is a fee to get the 

electronic version your textbook. Who pays it 

and does the money go to the publisher or to 

Perusall? Also, is there a fee for the instructor 

and students to use this platform?”



Documents you can use with Perusall 

• PDF, Word, html, or ePub files (free)

• video—YouTube, Vimeo, Google Drive, Dropbox (free) 

• open access material (free)

• source code with syntax highlighting (free)

• books (purchased by students or institution)



Reflection

• asynchronous preparation

• synchronous time for discussion



Reflection

• asynchronous preparation

• synchronous time for discussion

• dig deeper post-session



May 17–28

  perusall.com/exchange



Upgrading to Instructor Account

• log in to your Perusall Account

• click “Enroll in Course”

• enter code: VVTQIBJNVK



for a copy of this presentation:

mazur.harvard.edu

additional resources in Perusall course

also see  bit.ly/fliponline

Follow me!            @eric_mazur




