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Natasha van Hattum-Janssen: “As a teacher, I 

also noticed that many students are very slow 

readers. Because of lack of practice in their 

childhood, poor education [...] students hardly 

practice their reading skills and take much lon-

ger than students did 20 years ago to read the 

same text. Becoming a more experienced read-

er and in that way a much faster reader would 

make their lives much easier...”



Goal of this session

demonstrate how to integrate Perusall

in your teaching approach



information 
transfer sense-making



Perusall Feedback — Pedagogy

• motivating students

• instructor involvement



Motivating students

Helena Alburquerque: “How to make students 

read the documents before the class? They 

don’t do that”

Julia Thomazoni: “I think it’s really difficult to 

start this... because some students don’t do 

what it’s requested at home. “



Motivating students

Pedro Ferreira: “I think this is an important as-

pect of the process. Connecting the strategy 

used in class with the assignment. I wonder if a 

poor connection between these two would lead 

to the same results?”

Miguel Roma Romero: “A well designed assess-

ment (or evaluation) is always relevant ([..]If I 

want you to read, I will assess your reading...). “



class test results



class test results

close to 95%!



Motivating students

Miguel Roma Romero: “I would like to share 

an idea: maybe students are not reading (as 

much as we would like) becouse the do not feel 

they have to. Working under some frameworks 

(project based learning, for instance, with prop-

erly designed proyects...), will make readings 

a must for project development. If reading be-

comes a necessity to move fordward in the task, 

then this will not be an issue anymore.” 





http://bit.ly/perusall_instructions

http://bit.ly/erics_course



Instructor involvement

Cristina Gimenez Elorriaga: “Flipped class re-

quired much more effort from the teacher, 

right?”

Marco Antonio Garcia de Carvalho: “This re-

quires a big change in course planning.”



Instructor involvement

How I prepared myself



Perusall Feedback — Technology

• scoring

• grouping

• content



Scoring

Rui M. Lima: “Is the instructor that evaluates if 

the annotations are thoughtful?“ 

Walter Aoiama Nagai: “Which engagement 

characteristics are analyzed?“ 

Jesús Armengol: “The grading algorithm could 

be adapted?“ 



Grouping

Jesús Armengol: “Technical question: Teachers 

have the possibility of organizing groups?“



Content

Sonia Carvalho: “We may use books from other 

languages besides English?”

Walter Aoiama Nagai: “Are only English text-

books permitted?”



Content

Valquiria Villas-Boas: “My institution has access 

to a Virtual Library that is provided by a group 

of Publishing companies. Is that possible to use 

the e-books in Perusall? Or Persuall has its own 

Virtual Library?”

Paula Morais: ““Yes this seems a very interest-

ing platform. A more practical question — is it 

free?””



Documents you can use with Perusall 

• PDF, Word, html, or ePub files (free)

• video—YouTube, Vimeo, Google Drive, Dropbox (free) 

• open access material (free)

• source code with syntax highlighting (free)

• books (purchased by students or institution)



Reflection

• asynchronous preparation

• synchronous time for discussion



Reflection

• asynchronous preparation

• synchronous time for discussion

• dig deeper post-session



May 17–28

  perusall.com/exchange



Upgrading to Instructor Account

• log in to your Perusall Account

• click “Enroll in Course”

• enter code: VVTQIBJNVK



for a copy of this presentation:

mazur.harvard.edu

additional resources in Perusall course

also see  bit.ly/fliponline

Follow me!            @eric_mazur




