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Goal of this session

demonstrate how to integrate Perusall

in your teaching approach



information 
transfer sense-making



John Krigbaum: “This seems like a very intuitive 

interface -- I’m definitely going to try it in my 

next class...”

Michelle Farland: “Was this the amount of time 

you estimated would be required to read the 

content? or was it higher because of the inter-

action with annotations?”



Perusall Feedback — Pedagogy

• motivating students

• instructor involvement



Motivating students

Angela Bradbery: “I have tried a variety of ways 

to get students to read the assignments before 

class. Some ways work better than others, but 

it’s still difficult.“



Motivating students

Megan Mocko: “I am successful in getting the 

students to look at the material, I would like to 

have them engage more fully with it. Any sug-

gestions for best practices?“





http://bit.ly/perusall_instructions

http://bit.ly/erics_course



Instructor involvement

“Does the instructor intervene with questions 

during the students’ reading work?”



Instructor involvement

“Does the instructor intervene with questions 

during the students’ reading work?”

Angela Bradbery: “I wonder if there is any dan-

ger of students providing incorrect answers to 

each other - and those wrong answers sticking 

in their memories. Has this been researched?”



Instructor involvement

Carola Bruna: “All of this seems so obvious, 

what is not obvious is how to do it, specially 

with large courses.”



Instructor involvement

How I prepared myself



Scoring

Angela Bradbery: “Tracking engagement via AI 

sounds a bit big brotherish.“ 



Scoring

Megan Mocko: “Understandably students are 

concerned about how this is graded. What is a 

good way to demonstrate that how these vari-

ables affect the scoring?“ 

“Is [the scoring algorithm] something that you 

share with your students?”



Grouping

Michelle Farland: “How large of a class enroll-

ment have you observed this to be beneficial 

for? Is there a class too large or small?“



Grouping

Cady Gonzalez: “Can the instructor manually se-

lect who goes into each section?“

Matt Gitzendanner: “Are sections maintained 

throughout the course? And if so, can instruc-

tors trigger a re-shuffling of students or manu-

ally move students among sections?”



Grouping

Nicole Gerlach: “Are annotations posted by the 

instructor “global”? Does the instructor need 

to post separately in all sections, or just once, 

but it will be seen by all? What if the instructor 

is replying to a point raised in a particular sec-

tion?“



Grouping

Nicole Gerlach: “Are annotations posted by the 

instructor “global”? Does the instructor need 

to post separately in all sections, or just once, 

but it will be seen by all? What if the instructor 

is replying to a point raised in a particular sec-

tion?“



Confusion Report

Megan Mocko: “How does the confusion report 

work? What are primary indicators that Perusall 

uses to show that students are confused?“

Michelle Farland: “When there are multiple sec-

tions in the class, is 1 confusion report gener-

ated for the entire cohort, or do instructors re-

ceive 1 report per section?”



LMS

Angela Bradbery: “Can [Perusall] be integrated 

into Canvas?”



Content

John Krigbaum: “I’m curious about a book pur-

chased for a class without a digital interface -- 

would students need to get the ebook/kindle 

version, or is it acceptable -- once book is pur-

chased, to digitize portions for shared comment 

prior to class? Obviously this is a bigger issue 

...”



Documents you can use with Perusall 

• PDF, Word, html, or ePub files (free)

• video—YouTube, Vimeo, Google Drive, Dropbox (free) 

• open access material (free)

• source code with syntax highlighting (free)

• books (purchased by students or institution)



Reflection

• asynchronous preparation

• synchronous time for discussion



Reflection

• asynchronous preparation

• synchronous time for discussion

• dig deeper post-session



May 17–28

  perusall.com/exchange



Help spread the word!

• tweet about webinar

• invite colleagues to attend

perusall.com/webinar



Upgrading to Instructor Account

• log in to your Perusall Account

• click “Enroll in Course”

• enter code: VVTQIBJNVK



for a copy of this presentation:

mazur.harvard.edu

additional resources in Perusall course

also see  bit.ly/fliponline

Follow me!            @eric_mazur




