
Promoting ownership of learning 
with authentic assessment

Learning Assessment Retreat
Harvard University
Cambridge, MA, 7 May 2013



Promoting ownership of learning 
with authentic assessment

Learning Assessment Retreat
Harvard University
Cambridge, MA, 7 May 2013

@eric_mazur







35% retained
after 1 week



we only guarantee
they’ll pass the test





5-minute university













assessment focussed on ranking and classifying,

not on developing 21st century skills
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grading incompatible with real problem solving
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isolation
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Final  Exam
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high-stakes examinations promote cramming
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information stored in short-term memory
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information stored in short-term memoryno retention

no transfer
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high-stakes assessment:

the silent killer of educational innovation
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grades:	 measure of standing relative to others
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grades:	 measure of standing relative to others

feedback:	 reflection on what has been learnt
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peer- and self-assessment
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rethink
assessment



…so it supports learning
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…so it supports learning

• focus on skills, not content

• change assessment environment

• encourage ownership of learning





mazur.harvard.edu

Follow me!            eric_mazur


