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» Move some of the information transfer
out of the classroom



» Move some of the information transfer
out of the classroom: assign reading



» Move some of the information transfer
out of the classroom: assign reading

> Use a web-based reading assignment to
help students think about what they read

Gregor M. Novak, Evelyn T. Patterson, Andrew D. Gavrin, and
Wolfgang Christian, Just-in-Time Teaching: Blending active learning
with web technology (Prentice Hall, 1999).
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» find out what needs attention in class



Use these assignments to:

» find out what needs attention in class

» get to know your students!



Reading assignment:



Reading assignment:

> 2 questions on content



Reading assignment:

> 2 questions on content

» 1 feedback question



Reading assignment:

> 2 questions on content
» 1 feedback question

» graded on effort (semi-automated)



Sample reading assignment:

1. Suppose you observe an object that moves along a tra-
jectory that is neither circular nor straight. Without deter-
mining the object’s speed, can you tell if its acceleration is
zero or nonzero? Explain briefly.

2. Explain in your own words the difference between iner-
tia and rotational inertia.

3. Please tell us briefly what points of the reading you
found most difficult or confusing. If you did not find any

part of it difficult or confusing, please tell us what parts
you found most interesting.



Problem (with a nice solution!)

What do you do with all this information?



Database-driven notebook

Instructor view of student responses
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Database-driven notebook

Instructor view of student responses
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Database-driven notebook

Instructor adds reply to database
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Database-driven notebook

Entries available for re-use

Phedicd | @ e sding Addignmeats

ai)=]

4 = O e o 6 3 @ A «~ &® 8

Ewk Hefredk Hore Ppeerdsd Holey Geiech Hl Lipr Smidbr Prel Mad Prdferesss

dedddrmrn: | ¥ || Wp o Py e Rerwerd sdudma g af qa;' 'H'l g J
—

Orriggimal Tesparse Wy Durvid Tam

1w @ 3% bed coafeoed a0 'l the relatee behaeen oesbipell e indd sty ieBend S=iee a0 0 the ceoe of e cibe an
T Farrva bl The areresr i part B says tstarce e FuiE fricnanal farms marhes iy marem, e oube will Iy olf
Do thix maua St e con'g Ioecn @ eabunly 2l in S sk fricSomal Some?

I Ky cragtral mzporaos Io zireple muethan

In e saomple of ihe ercwr on the bembahle, wat iz the meliokion
E=imeen coviripsina] force ond zmmiic Frictviomal Force? [T dbe
centripewl Farce eneirelyoonizinsd im the swaiic Fricviomal Force?

2 inctem quernon Feciion 12,3 w3 Secton 102 Checkponté Ty

B Eekeeer CcEfikFipetal® foece

4 COFposs RIpOms:

I mggest awolding the serm "ceneripeegl Force™ CIF e Fund ang
menieion oF 1t An =he teit, plecse let me bl Ay objecE godnd in o
ciFclie P o ceneripstal oocelemieion ond in DAder For the objecs b3
hiret 0 CenEripebil oofelerdarion, boEe Forfe Sume bE epErbed o Hae
it t. The farcs retgEnsibls tor e omirigebe] e leration &an b
ary type of force or combsinotion of forces, In the come of the arooe
on b qumanhie, 1t 18 the pievic Prictiomal force thet couses ghe
centripeml oocelsrarion,

Sgass | Cothenne Crouch | & |

[Update & Mol | [t ] [Reser]

ﬂ L] ik e




Student view of notebook

Students can read and search posted replies
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» better use of classroom time
» connects names and faces
» Increases student-faculty interaction

» study resource for students



Funding: National Science Foundation

Programming:. Andrey Gubarev

For a copy of this talk and
additional information:

http://mazur-www.harvard.edu



