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Goal of this session

demonstrate how to integrate Perusall

in your teaching approach



information 
transfer sense-making



Icebreaker – Meet your team!

Discuss pre-assignment on Perusall

(& write down # of breakout room)



Icebreaker – Meet your team!

http://bit.ly/RTicebreaker



Joining Learning Catalytics

learningcatalytics.com/demo



Joining Learning Catalytics

86693933



Joining Learning Catalytics

once you are in breakout room:

# of breakout room!  



Joining Learning Catalytics



Joining Learning Catalytics



Readiness Assurance



Readiness Assurance



Readiness Assurance



Readiness Assurance

1st attempt: 	 4 pts

2nd attempt: 	 2 pts

3rd attempt: 	 1 pt

4th attempt: 	 solution revealed



Readiness Assurance



Perusall Feedback

• instructor involvement

• motivating students

• copyright issues



Instructor involvement

Eva Herzig: “How much do you as an instructor 

get involved in the discussions? Do you let them 

run all by themselves?”



Instructor involvement

Steven Travelbee: “How can we ensure students 

responses, especially if they’re upvoted, are ac-

tually correct and leading to better understand-

ing vs. just propagating misinformation? I doubt 

any professor could monitor the discussion 24/7. 



Instructor involvement

Steven Travelbee: “How can we ensure students 

responses, especially if they’re upvoted, are ac-

tually correct and leading to better understand-

ing vs. just propagating misinformation? I doubt 

any professor could monitor the discussion 24/7. 

The “just like social media” aspect worries me — 

we’ve all seen how social media has worked to 

improve most people’s knowledge (I’m kidding 

of course).” 



Student motivation

Lucia Walsh: “This tool seems great for student in-

teraction outside of the classroom. Do they need 

to be incentivised with any marks for contribution 

or do they normally engage by themselves?” 

Richard Leiby: “It seems to me that the key to suc-

cess with this platform is the ability to motivate 

students to do the information pieces FIRST, be-

fore coming to class”



Student motivation

Shana Crosson: “I’m intrigued to know more 

about how Perusall uses AI to measure engage-

ment, including mine!”

Mahalia Christina B. Marci:  “Could you talk a lit-

tle bit about the AI behind Perusall? How does it 

“score” comment quality?

Steven Travelbee: “Can these [grading] criteria be 

changed by the instructor?”



Student motivation

Dan Ehlke:  “Have there been any instances of stu-

dents ‘gaming’ the algorithm?



Copyright issues

Cristina Inés Heras: “How do we manage copy-

right conflict? In case we want to share a textbook 

or article are we expected to ask for permission to 

publish here?”

Janet Rosenbaum: “Is copyright an issue? We’re 

supposed to be giving links to our library’s copies 

of published papers, rather than posting them. In 

practice, we often do post them, but officially it’s 

supposed to be links only.”



Reflection

• asynchronous preparation

• synchronous time for discussion



Reflection

• asynchronous preparation

• synchronous time for discussion

• dig deeper post-session



for a copy of this presentation:

mazur.harvard.edu

additional resources in Perusall course

also see  bit.ly/fliponline

Follow me!            @eric_mazur




